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Warragul North Primary school

OUTSIDE SCHOOL 
HOURS CARE
                                                                      POLICY
Rationale:

· A significant percentage of our students come from families where parents work.  Considerable demand from our parent community for out of school hours care and supervision of their children is recognised by School Council and provided for by our ‘Outside School Hours Care’ program.  
Aims:

· To provide a high quality primary school-aged childcare service for students at our school which is community based, complies with all regulations, is flexible and meets each child’s need for care in a creative, stimulating and secure environment before and after school.
Implementation:

·  School Council will provide an outside school hours care program for students from WNPS school that complies with the National Quality Framework and the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework.
· School Council will ensure the accredited program will comply with all regulations, standards and requirements for Outside School Hours Care services programs as required by the National Quality Framework and regulatory bodies and agencies as stipulated in the WNPS OSHC Policies and Procedures handbook.
· Before school care will be offered from 7:00am – 8:45am on school days, and after school care will be available from 3:30pm – 6:00pm on school days.  Care may be offered on designated School Council approved pupil free days.
· School Council requires the principal to meet with the coordinator of the outside school hours care program at least once per semester to discuss the program and report the content of the meeting to Council. (For example staff qualifications, experience and ratios, the hours of operations, compliance with all regulatory requirements, costs to parents, communication protocols, daily program details, facilities to be used, provision of equipment, dispute resolution procedures, health and safety procedures may be discussed.)
· All concerns relating to the program will initially be directed to the program coordinator and if unresolved, the matter will be brought to the attention of the principal.

· Whilst School Council understands the financial burdens that parents face, the OSHC program cannot be expected to persist with non-paying, bad debtors who jeopardise the ongoing financial viability of the out of school hours program for all other users.
Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s five-year review cycle.

                      This policy was adopted by School Council in September 2014
                      This policy was reviewed by School Council in September 2017  
References: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/ecsmanagement/educareservices/nqf/default.htm 
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