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WNPS
ENGLISH

                                                                     POLICY
Rationale:

· Active and effective participation in Australian society depends on the ability to speak, listen, read, view, write and spell with confidence, purpose and enjoyment. The study of English, and the broader concept of literacy, is about the appropriate and effective use of language, the use of language as a means of learning and the development of knowledge about language. 

Aims:

The English program aims to develop in students: 

· the ability to speak, listen, read, and write effectively with confidence, purpose and enjoyment 

· a knowledge of the ways in which language varies according to context, purpose, audience and content, and the capacity to apply this knowledge 

· a knowledge of the linguistic patterns used to construct different texts, and the capacity to apply this knowledge. 

· a broad knowledge of a range of texts and a capacity to relate this knowledge to personal experience and  aspects of society. 

· the capacity to discuss and analyse texts and language critically 

· a knowledge of the ways textual interpretation and understanding may vary according to cultural, social and personal differences and the capacity to develop reasoned arguments about interpretation and meaning. 

Implementation:

· To have a sequential English program based on the Australian Victorian Essential Learning Standards (AusVELS) and the WNPS Essential Learning Standards for English.
· Teachers are required to work with their respective professional learning teams to implement an effective English course for all students, using the WNPS English Scope and Sequences. 
· Students’ individual abilities will be monitored using formal and informal measurements as detailed in the WNPS Schedule of Student Assessments.

· Individual needs of students will be catered for through differentiated teaching.
· Reading Recovery, where possible, will be available for Year One students identified as per the WNPS Reading Recovery policy.
·  Each student will receive a minimum of ten hours English per week, with at least one hour time-tabled for the morning session each school day.

· English coordinator/s will be appointed to oversee and coordinate all aspects of the English program, provide support and direction to staff when needed and organise professional development.  
· Appropriate professional learning will be made available for staff.
· Assessment data will be recorded on the WNPS whole school data base and analysed, with the results being used to monitor student performance, as well as drive student learning.
Resources:
· WNPS English Essential Agreements and  English Scope and Sequences
· The annual School Business Plan and Budget will include English.
Evaluation:

· This policy will be reviewed annually and as part of the school’s five –year major evaluation cycle.


                      This policy was ratified by School Council in July 2006

                      This policy was amended by School council in June 2012

               This policy was amended by School council in October 2013

    
                       


